4 WAYS TO GIVE
CHECK (Mail-in or use offering plate)
Make payble to “Abiding Grace Lutheran Church”
with “Capital Campaign” in memo.

SO, IF THE SON
HAS SET YOU FREE,
YOU WILL BE
FREE INDEED!

ONLINE
www.abidinggracedfw.org/giving
Click on “Donate” and select “Capital Fund”.

—JOHN 8:36

CREDIT CARD
Payments can be made in person the 1st Sunday of
each month (2.75% convenience fee).
STOCKS
Gift can be made through our Fidelity account.
Notify church office of donation to initiate process.

817.601.7128

office@abidinggracedfw.org

abidinggracedfw.org

1060 E Highland St
Southlake, TX 76092

ABIDING GRACE // 2019-21

PASTOR’S LETTER
Dear Friends in Christ:
+ Grace and Peace to you from God our Father and Christ our Savior. Amen +
It is a truly a privilege to be your pastor! I am humbled by the faith and generosity of every member of
Abiding Grace, from the members who had the vision and passion to start a new congregation to
our most recent members who have chosen this community as their church home. You, the members
of Abiding Grace, are the reason for our continued growth and success. The growth that we have
witnessed over the last nine years has been amazing and inspiring to me and many others;
but I believe that we have more work to do!
This is a time of both opportunity and challenge! I truly believe with all my heart that God’s mission
is calling us to pay off our current debt so that we will be free to follow the Holy Spirit’s lead. God’s
church is always expanding and reforming, and we continue to have wonderful opportunities for
important ministries. Raising the funds to provide financial freedom will lead to even more growth and
vibrant ministry for Jesus in our community. The world needs the church to be at its best.
Our community needs Abiding Grace to be at its best!
As you know, we began our Mission Freedom Campaign on September 22nd, but in reality, it began
many months ago when we started asking the right questions about our future. Those questions led
to a strong vision for our future that will shape how we do ministry for years to come.
We need your support to make this vision a reality.
Our main goal for our Mission Freedom Campaign is a response from 100% of our members. We look
forward to raising $860,000 and beyond, but if we all participate, our campaign will be a success
no matter the final dollar amount. Whatever you pledge, be it large or small, it will be important!
Please join our family and the members of the Mission Freedom Capital Campaign
team as a prayer partner for this bold adventure in faith.
In Christ,

Pastor Nick Billardello

PRESIDENT’S LETTER
Dear Congregation:
On September 22nd we kicked off our Mission Freedom Campaign. Pastor Nick communicated the
need of our entire congregation to participate from a spiritual approach which is a perfect plea for
your support. I am looking at your participation from a business approach that outlines the benefits
of your participation to make us more fiscally secure. Financial security is part of good stewardship
which allows Abiding Grace to do God’s work in our community.
This campaign will allow Abiding Grace to significantly reduce the amount of principal we will have
to refinance in 3 years when our balloon note comes due. By significantly reducing or eliminating the
principal, we will discontinue the payment of our mortgage through the capital fund. By paying our
mortgage through the operating budget, we can redistribute funds to ministries that will intensify our
participation and growth within the community.
In other words, you, the congregation, will see the following benefits:
• Reduction of our nearly $9,000 monthly mortgage payment
• Payment of the mortgage from the general operating budget
• Contributions to and growth of our capital fund allowing us to start the next step in our Master Plan
• Increased budget allocations to all committees – more community involvement and assistance
Whatever your reasoning, spiritual or business, or a combination of spiritual and practicality, your
commitment and participation will benefit Abiding Grace Lutheran Church and our ability to enhance
our ministries to serve each other and to those who need our help. Please prayerfully read the
material and decide on your commitment to give.
Thank you to all of you and your true spirit of giving.

Tim Draney
President, Abiding Grace Lutheran Church Council
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VISION

Mission Freedom Fund Appeal will allow Abiding Grace to
step forward in FAITH and forward in FREEDOM with a goal
of significantly reducing or eliminating our congregational
debt of $1.2 million. Just imagine what God can do through
us and for others with:
Freedom to Use up to $8,978 Each Month that is now Used
to Pay our Mortgage, allowing us to reduce the amount
we will have to refinance, to include our mortgage payment in the
operating budget and to discern the next steps in our Master Plan.”

This is a pivotal time in Abiding Grace’s history. We have been very blessed by God’s Abiding Grace
in these early years as a congregation. And, it might be easy for us to just get comfortable and
complacent as a community of faith. We have a great staff and lay leaders, a beautiful sanctuary,
fellowship spaces, and educational areas. You might say that Abiding Grace has been “Blessed
to be a Blessing.” As much as we have been gifted during the first 10 years of our ministry,
we firmly believe that God will continue to bless and grow our ministry to this community into
the future to which God is calling us!  
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However, our current mortgage is a hindrance to Abiding Grace’s freedom and ability to grow and
expand our ministry. Our current budget includes $107,736 per year ($8,978/month) just to pay our
mortgage. This fund appeal is about Mission Freedom which will allow us to be in ministry to God’s
people by reducing our indebtedness and freeing up funds for ministry and mission.

Freedom to Support and Grow Appealing Ministry Programs
with Talented Staff and Lay Leaders, enabling us to support
growth Ministry with Families, Children and Youth, Outreach
to the Community, and Music Ministry, just to name a few.”
Freedom to Serve our Community by becoming equipped as
disciples through expanded small group ministries, reaching
out to serve those needing to experience the love of Christ
and expanding our support for ministries beyond our walls.”
Freedom to Use Additional Funds to Maintain and Enhance
our Campus and Facilities for worship, teaching, serving,
welcoming and inviting others to join and reaching out
to serve our community.”

Your generosity and response
to God’s Abundant Grace can free up
much needed funds for current and future
mission and ministry. We invite you to
consider giving generously for the future
mission of Abiding Grace!
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12 QUESTIONS & ANSWERS
05

1. What is the purpose of this fund appeal and what are its goals?

4. How do I decide what to give?

The primary goal is for us to experience spiritual renewal and growth as we work together
to raise an awareness of how the scriptures address our own personal stewardship of life.
Working in partnership with Abundant Congregations, our appeal consultant, we have studied
our membership and financial statistics, including our recent history of giving, to determine
Abiding Grace’s ability and willingness to support a three-year Mission Freedom Appeal to
reduce the congregation’s indebtedness. We have determined that a potential exists for
giving in the range of $630,000 to $860,000 and beyond over the next three years.
By reducing our indebtedness, Abiding Grace will be freeing up funds for the support
of our future ministry and mission.

• Spend time in prayer, giving thanks for your many blessings and asking God about how to respond to the appeal.
• Consider giving in proportion to your ability, as the church and scriptures speak about.
• Come to a Mission Rally. Listen to the presentation. Consider the challenge to lift your sights, and if you choose,
discuss your decision and response with a significant person in your life.
• Make your commitment, giving thanks to God for your ability to respond according to God’s will and grace.

2. Why do we need a fund appeal now?

6. How is my “Mission Freedom” 3-year pledge/gift different from my regular giving
to the congregation?

Every dollar pledged this fall toward our project will enable us to further our mission in the
community of Southlake and beyond. The rationale for the appeal will be outlined in the
appeal communication material that will be distributed to every household in the congregation.

3. Will people step up for this appeal the way they have done before?
The research indicates the congregation clearly has the capacity to raise up to $860,000 and
beyond through the Mission Freedom Fund Appeal. What people choose to give is, of course,
strictly a matter between themselves and God. However, several factors point toward such a
positive capacity. First, people overall believe in the congregation’s leaders and in the overall
direction it is taking in its ministry. The spiritual growth of our members, as well as our growth in
numbers, indicates the effectiveness of Abiding Grace’s ministry. This is a significant indicator
of support for this capital fund appeal we are undertaking. Abiding Grace is a growing, thriving
congregation. Regular giving to the congregation is growing significantly. Clearly, we need
to reduce our debt in order to allow our congregation to continue its growth. To keep moving
forward, we need to trust in God’s Abundance and Grace as we take these next steps to
expand our mission!

5. How will I be contacted about my commitment?
During Abundance Sunday Worship, members will be given the materials necessary to complete their three-year
pledge response. If you are not ready to make your response that day or cannot attend, you will be contacted by
a member of the Appeal Continuation Team in the following weeks.

This “Mission Freedom” gift is a completely new gift and will be above and beyond your current giving for the
ministry and support of Abiding Grace Lutheran. The giving period for “Mission Freedom” over three years begins
following our Abundance Sunday Worship.
The current annual giving you provide gives support to the ongoing outreach ministry programs of our
congregation, staff salaries, benevolence to support the wider ministry in our community, building maintenance,
utilities and other ministries.

7. What if my financial situation changes or I move out of the area before the end
of the three-year response?
We live daily by the Grace of our loving God. If your circumstances change, your giving may be increased, decreased,
extended or canceled by notifying Abiding Grace Lutheran’s financial secretary. If you should move from the area,
we hope that for Abiding Grace Lutheran you would become involved with another Lutheran congregation and
offer that church your support. Abiding Grace Lutheran would be honored if you would then decide to continue your
support of the “Mission Freedom” Appeal but you are under no obligation to do so.
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12 QUESTIONS & ANSWERS
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11. I’ve heard that giving to “Mission Freedom” will allow us to extend our mission
and ministry. What exactly is our “mission?” What will my giving to this appeal enable
Abiding Grace Lutheran to do?
We have been blessed by God’s Abiding Grace during our first 10 years of ministry. We purchased our beautiful
property and facilities, enhanced our worship and office space, expanded our parking lot and so much more.
These will continue to be wonderful gifts for us to use as tools for our future ministry. We are grateful for your
participation in our two previous capital campaigns in order to make that happen.
Currently, our congregation is spending nearly $9,000 a month just to pay our mortgage. The purpose of this
“Mission Freedom” Appeal is to substantially reduce or eliminate Abiding Grace’s mortgage and free up those
funds to enhance our ministry in ways only God has yet imagined!
We ask that you continue to pray for our church, our community, and our mission in this place.

8. Will there be an opportunity to contribute memorials and honorariums?
Yes. The Appeal Continuation Ministry Team would be happy to work with you to establish a
memorial or honorary contribution you feel is appropriate.

9. May gifts other than cash be made?
Yes, there are strategies for immediate gifts, or long-term planned or deferred gifts. Some of these
include gifts of appreciated stocks or real estate, life insurance policies, will bequests, annuities or
charitable trusts. Information on how you may carry out these options will be made available to you
upon request and will be discussed during the Mission Rallies. Should you wish to know more about
these options in advance, kindly contact the pastor, one of the Appeal Co-Leaders (Ray Morrell at
morrellray@yahoo.com and Jim Berg at jjberg61@gmail.com) or our consultant, Pr. Don Haven, of
Abundant Congregations at 916.770.7078 or at don@abundantc.org.

10. Once I make my commitment during Abundance Sunday Worship or the days
following, will I receive envelopes to use for my giving?
Yes, you’ll receive separate envelopes for the “Mission Freedom” fund for your convenience.
You may also set up your giving for the Appeal online.

12. What about getting more people involved in the work of the congregation?
Won’t the same people be depended upon for supporting an appeal like this?
Abiding Grace receives a broad base of financial support across the congregation. In an age
when most congregations are not growing, Abiding Grace not only enjoys significant support,
but it also attracts significant numbers of young families and new members. This sign bodes
exceptionally well for Abiding Grace’s future as a mission-oriented place.

“SO, IF THE SON HAS SET YOU FREE,
YOU WILL BE FREE INDEED!”
—JOHN 8:36
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GIVING GUIDE

MY GIVING POTENTIAL

These gifts are new contributions over and above what is currently being received in order
to reduce or eliminate the current mortgage payment on our beautiful facilities.

1
1
1
5
7
9
10
15
18
OTHER
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MONTHLY
GIFT

ANNUAL
GIFT

$961
$641
$321
$161
$128
$64
$48
$32
$20
???

$4,167
$2,778
$1,389
$694
$556
$277
$208
$138
$87
???

$50,000
$33,333
$16,667
$8,333
$6,667
$3,333
$2,500
$1,667
$1,040
???

3-YEAR TOTAL
GIFT AMOUNT
$150,000
$100,000
$50,000
$25,000
$20,000
$10,000
$7,500
$5,000
$3,120
???

CONGREGATION
3 YEAR TOTAL
$150,000
$100,000
$50,000
$125,000
$140,000
$90,000
$75,000
$75,000
$56,160
???

TOTAL = $861,160+

NAME
EMAIL

WEEKLY
GIFT

PER
WEEK

PER
MONTH

PER
YEAR

3-YEAR
TOTAL

$961
$641
$321
$161
$128
$64
$48
$32
$20

$4,167
$2,778
$1,389
$694
$556
$277
$208
$138
$87

$50,000
$33,333
$16,667
$8,333
$6,667
$3,333
$2,500
$1,667
$1,040

$150,000
$100,000
$50,000
$25,000
$20,000
$10,000
$7,500
$5,000
$3,120

At Abiding Grace we’re
Free to Serve, Free to Grow,
and Free to Give!

MY PLEDGE

MY REMINDER

Note your commitment.

Over 3-years, I/we will give a total gift of:

$
To be given:

Weekly

Monthly

Yearly

I/we will give a one-time gift of (optional):
PHONE

GIFTS
NEEDED

ABIDING GRACE // 2019-21

ADDRESS

Abiding Grace has the potential to reach a giving level of $630,000 to $860,000 and beyond over
the next three years. This Giving Guide is designed to invite you to lift your sights and stretch your vision.
Abiding Grace will reach and exceed our giving potential as you give consideration to where you
and your household may be on this giving guide and how you can respond joyfully and generously.

SAMPLE
PLEDGE CARD

$
Other (please specify):

Call the office to increase,
decrease, extend,
or cancel your giving,

I/we would like more information on how to donate:
Stocks
Matched
Deferred Giving
Insurance

Deferred
Giving

Electronic Funds
Transfer

817.601.7128
office@abidinggracedfw.org
abidinggracedfw.org
1060 E Highland St
Southlake, TX 76092

“…AND GOD IS ABLE TO PROVIDE YOU
WITH EVERY BLESSING IN ABUNDANCE
SO THAT YOU MAY ALWAYS HAVE ENOUGH
OF EVERYTHING AND MAY PROVIDE IN
ABUNDANCE FOR GOOD WORK.”
—2 CORINTHIANS 9:8
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13 CREATIVE WAYS TO GIVE
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PRIORITY BUDGETING
Most families will choose to rearrange their
priorities and give up something in their
budget in order to give to a capital fund
appeal. Priority budgeting may lead to
postponing a planned expenditure such
as a new car, vacation, home remodeling,
etc. Thus, the majority of those giving to
the capital fund appeal will give through
sacrificial commitments, made in faith and
coupled with priority budgeting.
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GIFTS OF ACCUMULATED CASH
Some people save money over a period
of years for a special project. A couple
had saved $80,000 to build a lake cabin.
When their church entered the capital fund
appeal, they made the decision to give the
money to their church instead. A man in
another appeal gave money he had saved
for a new truck.
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IRA REQUIRED MINIMUM DISTRIBUTIONS
Beginning at age 70 ½, all IRA owners are required to take annual minimum distributions, even if
they do not need the income. The IRA Charitable Rollover provision permits donors age 70½ and
older to make tax-free charitable gifts directly from their IRAs to charities, up to an annual ceiling
of $100,000. With the charitable rollover, IRA owners may use the required distribution and other
money in their IRAs to support charitable causes, without being taxed on the distribution.

RE-CHANNELING A PRESENT
EXPENDITURE
Many families have incurred short-term
heavy expenditures for special needs.
For instance, some families have unusually
heavy expenditures while their children
attend college. They learn during those
years to budget their money so they can
cover those expenditures. The same
philosophy applies when budgeting money
to support church campaigns.
GIFTS FROM EXTRA WORK
One man was in the process of retiring when
the church entered a building program
and capital fund appeal. He and his wife
secured new jobs and gave the first three
years of their retirement income to the church.
Another woman worked an extra year beyond
retirement and gave the full amount to the
building project.

Remember, the distribution must be made directly to the church from your financial institution
to avoid being taxed as income. Just to clarify: No additional tax deduction is taken for an IRA
Rollover gift to charity. Your benefit comes from lowering your income tax.
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GIFTS OF UNEXPECTED CASH
A couple had been praying for weeks about their
church building program. Much to their surprise, they
received an inheritance of several thousand dollars.
In addition to a three-year commitment from their
regular income, they gave a substantial portion of
their entire inheritance to their church as part of their
commitment. Many people have used their income tax
refunds as a portion of their gift.

GIFTS OF VALUABLE REAL & PERSONAL PROPERTY
A couple sold a late model Porsche worth a substantial
amount of money and gave the proceeds to their church.
An unencumbered piece of real estate that is readily saleable
in the marketplace can be a wonderful gift. One word of
caution about real and personal property gifts: they should be
discussed in advance with the appropriate church committee
or board to determine if they can be accepted. Unless the gift is
germane to the “business” of the church, the donor should sell
the personal property himself/herself and give the proceeds to
the church.
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GIFTS FROM INCREASES
IN INCOMES
Some people have incremental salary
increases, overtime, or bonuses in
their employment contracts. In many
instances, these anticipated salary
increases have been included in
faith responses.

GIFTS OF STOCKS & BONDS
A couple transferred stock to the church
that the husband had accumulated in
the company where he was employed.
Stock gifts can be very advantageous to
both the donor and the church. The donor
will receive a major tax write-off, and the
church will receive a very liquid asset. Your
Abundant Congregations Consultant or tax
accountant can advise you about the most
advantageous way to make the transfer.

CASH RESERVES
While most of us give a portion of our income for our regular offerings, even beyond the tithe in some cases, we should
also give serious consideration to giving out of cash reserves or other savings.
Often people give CDs, money market funds, or other “rainy day” savings. They sense that this is truly a special time,
perhaps one of the few such special times in their lives, when they are spiritually ready and financially able to give a
special gift from cash reserves.
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BEQUESTS
Giving through a will as revocable trust
is another significant expression of
stewardship. This allows a person to make
a significant contribution that may not have
been possible during life. Designating a
tithe of 10% of your estate is a good base
to consider. Such an estate gift will have
a lasting impact on the congregation’s life
and ministry.

DEFERRED GIFTS
There are a variety of ways to give through
trust funds which have advantages for
short and long term giving as well as tax
planning. A financial advisor can detail
the plans available for giving to the church
through a Charitable Gift Annuity, a
Charitable Remainder Trust, or other such
vehicle. Such planning may allow for a gift
far beyond what you may have imagined
you would be able to give, while at the same
time providing additional income and a tax
advantage for you.
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LIFE INSURANCE
There are special ways you can use life
insurance as a gift giving device. Some
examples include:

ABCs OF CREATIVE GIVING

• Giving a gift using the cash value
accumulated in a policy;
• Giving the annual dividends of a policy;
• Designating the church as a beneficiary
of a new or existing policy.

Consideration of the special ways of
giving described above can lead to
action that will greatly benefit the
congregation’s work and ministry
and may be of great personal benefit
as well.
For expert assistance, consult your
Abundant Congregations Consultant and,
ultimately, a financial planner, tax attorney
or tax accountant.
For further information, contact:
Pr. Don Haven, Abundant Congregations
Call: 916.770.7078
Email: don@abundantc.org

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I
K
L
M

Automobiles, Acreages, Antiques
Bonds, Boats, Burial Plots
Crops, Computers, Coins
Diamonds, Dividends
Estates, Endowments, Electronics
Farmland, Furniture
Gems, Gifts in Kind
Houses, Hogs, Heirlooms
Interest, Insurance Policies, IRA’s
Inheritances, Income Tax Refunds
401 K’s, Kitchen Appliances
Land, Labor, Landscaping, Livestock
Motor Homes, Mutual Funds

N
O
P
Q
R
S
T
U
V
W
Y
Z

Notes (Treasury), Necklaces
Options, Office Supplies
and Equipment
Properties, Printers
Quartz, Quick Assets
Rings, Real Estate, Retirement Funds
Stocks, Sculptures, Savings
Trusts, Tithes, Town Houses
Underwriting
Vacation Homes
Works of Art
Yearly Bonuses
Zero Coupon Bonds
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